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Kevin and Stephanie
Kammeraad are a husband 
and wife team who write and travel 
together giving presentations to 
elementary school children. Kevin 
was raised in Holland, Michigan, 
and is the author and illustrator of 
The Tomato Collection and I
Remember. He is also the producer of
The Tomato Collection: The Big Album.
Stephanie was raised in Madison Hts.,
Michigan, and has her degree in spe-
cial education. This is her first book. 
Kevin and Stephanie currently live 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Ryan Hipp is a graphic designer
and illustrator who lives in Grand
Rapids, Michigan. He wrote a variety
of songs for The Tomato Collection: 
The Big Album, and designed the 
book I Remember. When Ryan grows 
up, he wants to make more books 
or maybe be an astronaut.
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To Beth, Katie, Zach, Ashley, Nathan, Madison, Evan, Jack, Caleb, Gwen, Liam, Layne,

Carter, and Zachery (the official and unofficial nieces and nephews) 

- K and S

To the memory of John Plummer (teacher and friend)  

- R

Text Copyright © 2004 by Kevin and Stephanie Kammeraad

Illustrations Copyright © 2004 by Ryan Hipp and Kevin Kammeraad

Design by Ryan Hipp

Fur Trade Illustration by Carolyn Stich – Used with permission

Mastodon Poem by Gina Gort – Used with permission

Black Bear Poems by Craig Sinclair – Used with permission

Photography of artwork by Steve Kammeraad, Kammeraad Photography

Photo Credits (All photos used with permission):

Sunset and Tahquamenon Falls courtesy of Natalie Wenner

Trains and 1930s winter scene courtesy of Ethel DeMaat

Cherry trees courtesy of Melzar, Laurie, and Isaac Coulter

Soo Locks courtesy of Mark and Kathy Anderson 

The Cross in the Woods and BRONNER’S CHRISTmas WONDERLAND® courtesy

of Allen and Cathy Wenner

Lighthouse and sand dunes courtesy of Steve and Linda Kammeraad

Shipwreck of Francisco Morazan courtesy of Terry W. Phipps

Logs courtesy of Earl Wolf

Mackinac Bridge photos courtesy of the Mackinac Bridge Authority

and the Michigan Department of Transportation

Bridge walkers courtesy of Dave and Robin Wenner

Downtown Grand Rapids courtesy of the City of Grand Rapids Planning Department

Leonardo da Vinci's Horse: The American Horse, by Nina Akamu

Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park, Grand Rapids, Michigan

Copyright © 2002 Leonardo da Vinci's Horse, Inc.

All other photos courtesy of Kevin and Stephanie Kammeraad

The historical postcards used were researched and the printers were not found. 

(If any oversights in credit due are found, they are completely unintentional,

and will be corrected in the next printing.)

Michigan map, arte du Canada et du Mississippi Par Guillaume De l'Isle de

l'Academie Royale des Sciences 1702, courtesy of William L. Clements Library,

University of Michigan

Plan of Detroit, courtesy of William L. Clements Library, University of Michigan 

Monopoly® is a registered trademark Hasbro. All rights reserved.  

Mackinac Bridge drawings courtesy of Michigan L.A.P.’s™ Program

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted 

in any manner whatsoever without written permission in writing from the 

publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles and

reviews. Inquiries should be addressed to:

EDCO Publishing, Inc.

2648 Lapeer Road

Auburn Hills, MI 48326

www.edcopublishing.com

Summary: 

A book of fun and quirky poems, mixed-media illustrations, and interesting 

facts – all connected to the Great Lakes State, intended to springboard readers 

into further reading and research.

Printed in the United States of America by Mitchell Graphics, 

Petoskey, Michigan
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ISBN 0-9712692-9-7        LCCN 2003-115005
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They make laws there.

There should be a law that says 

people need to be nice.

On January 26, 1837, we officially

became a state, the 26th state of  the

United States of  America. Because 

of  that, we think that the number 26

should be our official state number.

Maybe someday, we’ll ask the people 

in Lansing to make that happen.

Michigan has a capital city.

It used to be Detroit. Now it’s Lansing. 

Lansing was almost called Michigan.

So our capital could have been 

Michigan, Michigan, and we could have sung:

“Michigan, Michigan” and spread the news.

The 

capitol building 

looks like this:

10-11.qxd:10-11.qxd  2/16/13  5:39 PM  Page 2



12-13.qxd:12-13.qxd  2/16/13  5:42 PM  Page 1



12-13.qxd:12-13.qxd  2/16/13  5:42 PM  Page 2



14-15.qxd:14-15.qxd  2/16/13  5:43 PM  Page 1



14-15.qxd:14-15.qxd  2/16/13  5:43 PM  Page 2



16-17.qxd:16-17.qxd  2/16/13  5:50 PM  Page 1



16-17.qxd:16-17.qxd  2/16/13  5:50 PM  Page 2



18-19.qxd:18-19.qxd  2/16/13  5:54 PM  Page 1



18-19.qxd:18-19.qxd  2/16/13  5:54 PM  Page 2



“The Fur Trade?”
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A Day on the Mighty Mac

It was 4 a.m. My brother stood outside our tent, hollering at us to get up. We rubbed our eyes and

groaned as we realized this was really happening. We unzipped our tent and saw that it was still

night.

We gathered our things and walked to the designated pick-up spot. Somehow we had missed the first

bus, which made us laugh that there were people here crazier than we were.

On the bus ride over, it was a struggle to stay awake. Our half-open lids popped wide open though,

when we reached the drop-off point in Mackinaw City. Thousands of people were already in line, and

it wasn’t even 5 a.m. We had to wait for another bus that would take us across the bridge to St.

Ignace where the walk would begin.

An hour in line went by quickly though, as we talked with each other and pointed out the people

who had dozens of patches on their jackets, indicating how many other Labor Days had been spent

just like this.

Once we finally got on a bus and across the bridge, our eyes again grew wide at the sight 

of thousands more people waiting here for the walk to begin.

26-27.qxd:26-27.qxd  2/16/13  7:33 PM  Page 1



A short time later, the Governor gave the annual commencement speech. The crowd surged

forward as one; there was no turning back now. Five miles of bridge lay ahead of us to be

conquered. Our spirits were high as we moved ahead, over the water. (I was just praying I

wouldn’t have to go to the bathroom.)

As we reached the mid-point of the bridge, we slowed down to look behind us at the tens 

of thousands of people coming our way. It seemed like an endless stream of people. As we

turned back around, we smiled – there were only a thousand or so ahead of us.

Our sense of accomplishment grew as we neared the end point. We could see the volunteers

who were waiting to hand us our certificates and give us a warm congratulatory smile.

As we took those pieces of paper, it was hard to think of anything but finding a place to give

our tired and hungry bodies a rest.

As we all sat over scrambled eggs and orange juice, Dad asked us if we wanted to do 

it again next year.

I smiled and said, “We’ll see ...”
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Special Thanks: 

A big thank you to Edna Stephens, for letting us make this book much more peculiar than what

we first discussed. Thanks to Gina Gort and Craig Sinclair for their literary contributions and to

Carolyn Stich for her artistic contribution. Thank you to the many individuals and organizations

who have given us suggestions, feedback, support, and research assistance, especially: Danny

and Kim Adlerman, Angie Buys, Manuel and Stacey Campins, Matt and Diane Crane, Tim and

Kyra Fillmore, the Fox family, Tim and Gina Gort, Levi and Kristin Haight, Keith Himebaugh, Ben

and Heidi Jewell, Mrs. Kahler’s Fourth Grade Students at Pullman Elementary School, Steve and

Linda Kammeraad, Mr. Koperski’s Fifth Grade Students at Highlands Middle School, Lori Libka,

Sally Littlefair Zarafonetis, Cory and Jennifer Morse, Ron Oberbeck, the Rogalske family, Craig

and Beth Sinclair, Brother Thom Smith, Allen and Cathy Wenner, Larry and Diana Ziomkowski,

Keweenaw Gem & Gift, Inc., Kyle Hofmeyer and DJ Davis at Net Modulation, The Reference

Research Center at the Library of Michigan, Judith Allers Schlaak at the Michigan Maritime

Museum, and Jeanine Taghon-Oleszczuk on behalf of the North Bank Communities Fund. And

finally, a huge thank you to our family and friends for their love and support, and especially to

God for guiding our every step.

Rock Boy 
has places 

to go...
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Michigan is 

pretty great.  

This book 

is alright, too.
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